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Welcome to the Coulsdon Commons Newsletter covering Coulsdon Common, Farthing Downs and New 

Hill, Kenley Common and Riddlesdown. 
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Green Flags all round in 2016

Farthing Downs, Coulsdon Common, Kenley Common and Riddlesdown, along with Ashtead Common, 

Spring Park and West Wickham Common were awarded Green Flags once again which reflects the hard 

work and dedication volunteers have put in to help us achieve this result. Even better Ashtead Common, 

Farthing Downs, Kenley Common and West Wickham Common also obtained Green Heritage Awards. As 

you can see from the photo, we're delighted!
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Riddlesdown tree safety and scrub management

This coming autumn contractors will be cutting the woody area shown in the yellow outline. Trees within 

this area are poorly rooted on shallow chalk soil and are leaning downhill towards the busy A22 Godstone 

Road. It is difficult and dangerous to manage woodland on this steep slope so the best long term solution 

is to restore the area to a more open landscape of grassland and younger shrubs maintained by grazing 

and regular shrub cutting.

Page 3 of 11

02/09/2016



Fence fun

The Chain Gang volunteer group worked really hard this summer removing an old fence in the Grove on 

Coulsdon Common. We manage this area as wood pasture and last September we put a new fence in to 

extend the grazing area so that our herd of Sussex cattle could roam amongst the scrub and begin to 

bring it under control.  We have reused the redundant fence at various locations across the Commons. 
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Zoophycus found at Riddlesdown quarry

Professor Rory Mortimer recently led a visit to the Quarry for members of Farnham Geological Society 

and pointed out flint bands in the chalk that contained Zoophycus flints. These 'trace fossils' record an 

organism’s behaviour rather than the organism itself. This flint is a record of the burrows created by 

marine bristle worms that probed the sediment systematically for food and we can see that the burrows 

are arranged in 'U' and 'J' shaped forms in the picture.
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Having a puff on Kenley

The Kenley Volunteers did a great job charcoal making earlier this summer. In blistering 30 degree heat 

the volunteers were hard at work setting up the kiln, splitting, sorting and cutting wood, working on the 

ember fire and finally filling the kiln to the brim. The team were in great spirits as they set the kiln alight 

and watched the smoke billow away. What a great way to spend a day!
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Scrub management on Farthing Downs and New Hill

As part of our ongoing Higher Level Stewardship work programme three different contractors will be

working on Farthing Downs and New Hill from September until November. On Farthing Downs they will 

restore areas of lost grassland along with reducing the mature and over mature scrub areas. On New Hill 

woodland coppicing will be taking place in an area of neglected coppice and further clearance of dense 

scrub will take place to restore a successional area to grassland mixed with younger scrub species.
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Cattle in calf

We had some good news in July; our vet was carrying out pregnancy diagnoses on the cattle and it 

seems that, with 18 cows successfully in calf, the bull has done his job. All of our pregnant cattle are 

grazing up on Farthing Downs. Please take particular care around these animals because they also have

young calves at foot.

Kenley Heritage Day

Sunday 11 September, noon to 5pm. 

Kenley Revival Project launches at the Portcullis field at Kenley Airfield: 

� Replica Spitfire and Hurricane – have your photo taken in the cockpit 

� Land train – catch a ride round the airfield 
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� Model aircraft displays 

� Heritage walks 

� 1940s jazz band 

� Military and classic vehicles 

� 1940s food tasting (free) 

Come and see us and find out about volunteering opportunities on this three year Heritage Lottery funded 

project.

Events

Moth night on Coulsdon Common 

Friday 2 September, 8.30pm. 

Discover the secret world of moths. Meet at the Merlewood Estate Office, Ninehams Road CR3 5LN.  

Booking essential, please call 01372 279083.

Volunteering

Chain Gang Volunteers 

Thursday 1 September 10am. 

Remove scrub from the grazing area (where we were in August). Meet at ‘the Grove’ – park in this road or 

at the Fox pub. We will be working on removing scrub from the grazing area.

Find the latest volunteering opportunities.

For further information:

Tel: 01372 279083

Copyright © 2016 City of London, All rights reserved.

The City of London Corporation has seven green spaces in South London and Surrey covered by three charities: Ashtead Common, Coulsdon

Commons and West Wickham Commons.
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Each charity has its own Newsletter and you can now:

unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
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