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Illegal occupation of Green Belt land adjacent to Hawkhirst Road 

 

KENDRA Briefing note       5th December 2015 

 

A group of travellers have taken up residence in the field bordering Hawkhirst Road, Kenley. 
The residents of Hawkhirst Road and the wider community have formed an action group, 
which is known as the Hawkhirst Environment Protection Association (HEPA). 

 

In brief: Croydon Council served an eviction notice on the travellers, but they have issued an 
Appeal to the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol seeking to remain on the site in perpetuity. 

 

KENDRA is supporting HEPA and asking all our members to contact the Planning 
Inspectorate in Bristol confirming that you support the actions of the Council, and setting out 
in your own words additional reasons why the green belt field should be returned to its 
previous natural state. 

 

**** Residents have until 24th December to express objections **** 
 

This is a complicated situation and so some explanation is needed.   

 

A large part of the area within the field was parcelled into house-sized plots and each plot 
was sold separately as part of a land-bank scheme some years ago. Therefore it has not 
been straightforward identifying the land owners or to obtain clear requests from the owners 
that they want the land to be vacated on the basis that the occupation is trespass.   

 

The occupiers claim that they have permission from the owner to occupy one plot. However, 
that plot has no adjacent access to Hawkhirst Road and so the occupiers need to trespass 
across other land to pass between their caravans and Hawkhirst Road.   

  

The planning situation is as follows 

The Council insists that the occupiers vacate the site based on 5 reasons as stated in 
their Enforcement Notice of 21st September 2015 because their occupation :- 

 Represents a material change of use requiring planning permission 

 Constitutes Breach of planning control 

 Is inappropriate development within Metropolitan Green Belt 

 Is and will be detrimental to nature conservation and biodiversity 

 Is a change of use which  amounts to intentional unauthorised development 
 
The occupiers have appealed to the planning inspectorate in Bristol stating that they 
should be allowed to site fixed pitch caravans in the field. The illegal occupiers argue:- 

 They have gypsy status 

 These are very special circumstances 

 There is a need for additional traveller sites and Croydon Council is unable to 
evidence a 5 year supply of gypsy sites 

 Human rights – specifically that for the child 

 The site is in an area where there is already existing housing nearby and this 
would represent little loss to the green belt  
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The occupiers also ask that in the event that their Appeal is dismissed then they should be 
allowed 2 years to vacate the site. The Appeal has been accepted under reference 
(APP/L5240/C/15/3136626) and is available for comment until December 24th. 

 

KENDRA takes the following view and we ask that our members express their own 
objection(s). Feel free to use the suggestions below but please express them in your own 
words.  An outline objection letter template is provided to assist you. 

 Croydon Council is correct to enforce the protection of the green belt and Site of 
Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI).  We fully support their actions 

 The land is unique. It is protected Metropolitan Green Belt, a Site of Nature and 
Conservation Interest, subject to an Article 4 Direction prohibiting certain 
developments and subject to some tree preservation orders (TPO’s). It is also 
connected to, and a part of, Kenley Common and Kenley Aerodrome, an area of 
national historical significance. 

 The appeal appears to be invalid and should be cancelled or dismissed for a number 
of reasons: 

a. The information provided to the planning inspector does not form a “planning 
application”. There are no indications of where and how the proposed 
caravans will be sited or if/where vehicles will be parked within the site 

b. The occupants claim to have permission from the owner to occupy ONE small 
plot of land within the field. However, it is not practical to access that plot 
without trespass and there is no information to support that the proposed 
caravans and hard standing will be located only within that one plot 

 The occupiers are regularly using vehicles that appear untaxed and uninsured on the 
public roads and parking them in the green belt field. Of the four commercial vehicles 
regularly seen being used by the occupants :- 

a. The DVLC database lists two licence plates as “untaxed” and are therefore 
unlikely to be insured 

b. The remaining two licence plates are “unrecognised” by DVLC as they have 
never been issued – There are “made-up” license plates and are therefore 
untaxed and uninsured.   

 The occupiers have stated within their Appeal submission that there will be “no 
commercial activity” on this site (See Design & Access statement - bottom of page 1).  
This is materially incorrect:- 

a. The occupants have imported large quantities (truck loads) of large freshly-
cut tree logs onto the site and then spent long periods using chain saws (in a 
residential area) cutting the logs into smaller pieces.  The logs are then 
removed from the site using the same trucks 

b. The occupants actively park commercial vehicles on the site  

 This could set a significant planning precedent. If the occupation of one plot is 
permitted the occupiers are likely to expand their occupation to the whole field. This 
will include damage to TPO trees and the destruction of sensitive habitat. There will 
be little that the authorities could do to prevent further caravans being brought to the 
site once a legal foothold is established.  Further, the legal owners of the various land 
parcels may have little choice but to sell their plots for a token-sum to limit their own 
legal responsibilities for the illegal occupation (eg clean-up costs that may be 
imposed on property owners by the local council). 
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We need your help with the following: 
 

1. Please write a letter to the Planning Inspectorate to object to the appeal (and include the 
items set out in the sample on the back of this letter: in particular, you must include your 
name, address, signature and a date, and detail your objection).  Objecting letters must 
be clearly marked with the reference APP/L5240/C/15/3136626 and can be posted to the 
address on the template or emailed to teamp6@pins.gsi.gov.uk  
 

2. Please register with HEPA using hawkhirstroad@gmail.com and ask to be added to the 
HEPA distribution list. 

 
3. If you are a member of KENDRA you should contact planning@kenley.org.uk and ask to 

be added to the KENDRA email list 
 

 

Note :  that we ask that our members express their own objection(s). Feel free to use the 
suggestions above but please express them in your own words. An outline objection-letter is 
provided only to assist you. 

 

A copy of the Council’s Enforcement Notice and the travellers’ Appeal can be found at the 
following link: http://planning.croydon.gov.uk/ECWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov . To access these 

documents you will need to enter the reference number 15/00616/C into the case number 
box and then select the documents tab. 

   

If you are posting letters to the Planning Inspectorate, you need to send THREE copies and 
allow plenty of time due to the Christmas post. Alternately, email is fast, very low cost and 
only requires one copy. (email teamp6@pins.gsi.gov.uk ) 

If you have any particular concerns or questions please let me know.  

 

Geoff James 

 

KENDRA Planning Officer  

Safeguarding your anonymity in the appeal process 

For an appeal objection to be valid, the objector MUST provide their name and the 
address of to the Planning Inspector in Bristol. If an “anonymous letter” is sent to Bristol 
then it will be returned or ignored if there is no return address.  

However, the Objector can if they wish, request that their contact details be redacted (to 
remove private or sensitive information) once it arrives at the Inspector and before the 
letter is forwarded to the appeal parties. 

The Planning Inspectorate assure us that if a clear statement is placed at the top of the 
letter requesting redaction then they will remove personal contact details from the top and 
bottom of any letter before it is released. 

The Inspectorate will not redact any potentially identifying information that may reside 
within the body of the letter. Special care is required so that potentially identifying, 
however minimal is not provided within your letter. 

mailto:teamp6@pins.gsi.gov.uk?subject=Appeal%20Reference%20APP/L5240/A/12/2170295
mailto:hawkhirstroad@gmail.com
mailto:planning@kenley.org.uk
http://planning.croydon.gov.uk/ECWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov
mailto:teamp6@pins.gsi.gov.uk?subject=Appeal%20Reference%20APP/L5240/A/12/2170295
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[Your name]  

[Your address] 

 

Planning Inspectorate 
3/21 Eagle 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol  
BS1 6PN 

 

For the attention of Richard Vause 

 __ December 2015 

APPEAL REFERENCE: APP/L5240/C/15/3136626 

 

Dear Planning Inspectorate, 

 

[Delete if you are comfortable] Protection of my personal contact detail 

I request that my contact detailed be redacted before any copies of this letter are 
provided to the appellant.   

 

I support the Council’s attempt to remove the occupiers of the Green Belt land at Hawkhirst 
Road, Kenley for the reasons set out in the enforcement notice and the following:  
 

 [Set out any specific points that bother you about the occupation and / or impact you 
personally. For instance, the fact the land has protected status and those protections 
are being ignored; environmental and wildlife concerns; traffic and parking issues; 
visual impact; noise; and anything else that springs to mind.] 

 
I believe that the 48-hour period to comply with the Enforcement Notice is appropriate and 
necessary and should not be extended. Any extension will result in continued harm to the 
Green Belt land and other harm, and the travellers will have had long enough to find 
alternative more suitable land.   
 

For the reasons set out in the enforcement notice and above, I unequivocally oppose the 
appeal, and more specifically the granting of planning permission and the giving of 
any additional time to comply with the enforcement notice.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you 

Yours faithfully  

 

[Signature] 

_______________________ 
[Name] 


